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Detailed Action 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Applicant's argument about both the present application and Lomas are owned 
by Hewlett-Packard Company, accordingly, 35 USC 103(C) precludes reliance upon 
Lqmas under 35 USC 103 is persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 -35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moshir et al., (US PG Pub No. 20020100036) in view of Okimoto et al., (US Pat. 
No. 6426799). 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Moshir teaches a method of configuring a hard copy output 
engine comprising: 
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• receiving an electronic message including hard copy output engine 
configuration data from an undesignated website through a firewall 
(Moshir, [0021H0022], [0031], 1.1-8. [0081], 1.1-12, [0124], 1.1-2, 1.6-17, 
in which the printer connect to the computer and give a recipe, also the 
configuration including the hardware and software corresponds to the 
message including the output hardware configuration from any website 
through a firewall); 

Although Moshir at the above mentioned prior art teaches the message 
including the hardware configuration data, Moshir fails to teach configuring 
the hard copy engine using the configuration data. 

However, Okimoto teaches the 

• configuring the hard copy output engine using the configuration data 
(Okimoto, fig.8, element S360 modify setting instruction, fig. 9, showing 

a mail print selection process in the process in fig.8, col. 21 , 1.34-48, 
discloses the setting for all attached file in the email. Moreover, col. 23, 
1.7-33, configuring for the color setting based on the information in the 
mail header). 

Furthermore, Okimoto teaches a printer access procedure (configuration) 
for printers over a network via email (Okimoto, col. 4, 1.21-31 ). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Moshir's 
hardware and software installation through network and has been guarded by 
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firewall with Okimoto's mail printing system to setup printer output format 
selection function. 

The motivation would be for combining a network installation through 
network and firewall (Moshir, [0046], 1.1-12) with Okimoto's email configuration 
structure and apply to the printer. Hence the print data will not be printed 
erroneously. The user on the receiving end can receive printed matter in the form 
desired by the user on the transmitting end (Okimoto, Abstract). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Okimoto further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the electronic message comprises receiving an email at the hard copy 
output engine and wherein configuring comprises configuring the hard copy 
output engine via an embedded web server contained in the hard copy output 
engine using the configuration data (Okimoto, col. 4, 1.21-67, Fig. 1, two mail 
server, 24 and 26, in which the printer corresponds to the hard copy 

output engine receiving an email for output setting). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Okimoto further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the electronic message comprises receiving an email (Okimoto, col.1, 
1.40-50, col.4, 1.31-37). 

5. Regarding claim 3, Moshir further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the electronic message comprises receiving an email. 

(Moshir, [0021], I. 3-4, 1.11-15). 

6. Regarding claim 4, Moshir further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the electronic message comprises: 
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• receiving an email through the firewall at a first user station (Moshir, 
[0052], 1.3-5); and 

• forwarding the email to the hard copy output engine (Moshir , [0052], 
1.12-14). 

7. Regarding claim 5, Moshir further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the electronic message comprises receiving an XML script and 
configuring includes setting a threshold for an element chosen from a group 
consisting of: pigmentation material, marking material, number of hours of 
operation and number of sheets of print media consumed (Moshir, [0086] 1.8-12, 
inventories means many things like others such as, toner, marking material, 
hours of operation, and no. of sheets, and something used by statistics [like 
[0081], 1.10, [0087], 17.) 

8. Regarding claim 6, Moshir further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the hard copy output engine is chosen from a group consisting of: facsimile 
machines, photocopiers and printers (Moshir, [0049], 1.1-3). 

9. Regarding claim 7, Moshir further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
configuration data include data prepared by: determining a make and model for 
the hard copy output engine; determining a serial number for the hard copy 
output engine; and determining user thresholds for consumables associated with 
the hard copy output engine (Moshir, [0024], I. 1-6). 

1 0. Regarding claims 8-1 3 claiming for apparatus have similar limitations as claims 
1-6. Therefore, Claims 8-13 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
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rejection of claims 1-6. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 14-20 claiming for the system have similar limitations as claims 
1-6. Therefore, Claims 14-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-6. 

1 2. Regarding claims 21-26 claiming for computer usable medium have similar 
limitations as claims 1-6. Therefore, Claims 21-26 are rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1-6. 

13. Regarding claims 27-35 claiming for the firewall have similar limitations as claims 
1-7. Therefore, Claims 27-35 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-7. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



2/28/06 
KYL 



^ JASON CARDONE 
SUPERVISORY RflTENT EXAMINER 




